
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 14th SESSION, 
834th PLENARY MEETING, 1959 PERTAINING TO HUMAN RIGHTS IN 

TIBET 
 
The Question of Tibet: Draft Resolution submitted by the Federation of Malaya 
and Ireland. 
 
The General Assembly, 
 
Recalling the principles regarding fundamental human rights and freedoms set out 
in the Charter of the United Nations and in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights adopted by the General Assembly on December 10th 1948, 
 
Considering that the fundamental human rights and freedoms to which the Tibetan 
people, like all others, are entitled include the right to civil and religious liberty for 
all without distinction, 
 
Mindful also of the distinctive cultural and religious heritage of the people of 
Tibet and of the autonomy, which they have traditionally enjoyed, 
 
Gravely concerned at reports, including the official statements of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama, to the effect that the fundamental human rights and freedoms of the 
people of Tibet have been forcibly denied to them, 
 
Deploring the effect of these events in increasing international tensions and 
embittering relations between peoples at a time when earnest and positive efforts 
are being made by responsible leaders to reduce tension and improve international 
relations. 
 
1. Affirms its belief that respect for the principles of the Charter and of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights is essential for the evolution of a 
peaceful world order based on the rule of law, 

 
2. Calls for respect for the fundamental human rights of the Tibetan people 

and for their distinctive cultural and religious life. 
Voting by roll call: 

 
In favour: Federation of Malaya, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, 

Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Laos, Liberia, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Sweden, Thailand, Tunisia, 
Turkey, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentina, 



Australia, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, El Salvador. 

 
Against: Hungary, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Albania, Bulgaria, Byelorussian 
S.S.R., Czechoslovakia. 

 
Abstaining: Finland, France, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, 

Morocco, Nepal, Portugal, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sudan, Union of 
South Africa, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, 
Belgium, Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, Dominican Republic, Ethiopia. 

 
The draft resolution was adopted by 45 votes to 9 with 26 abstentions. The vote of 
Costa Rica, whose delegate was absent, was later recorded in favour of the 
resolution. 
 


